The ring recycle? More like the hard cell for a load of rubbish

Conspicuous consumption of mobile
phones rings a bell with photographer
Chris Jordan, writes Philip Gefter

Ches JTaecdan stnds on a ladder,
gtk clorwms wd 1,000 or 5o

wsed mobile pduenis pe'lr-d o &
waarchouse (loor. His camer is
perched even highes on @ cripod
lour mietres above them, He's
spent the mdsrning purdng ol
hirw o Inclade every one of th
phiones in a dngle photograph
crrvilisally swoeping them (nio

a neail traperedd mownd. the
shiorter side clser to the caomier,
oo what watld be the boroom ol
(ht pibestome frodme.

Jordam hes ot from Sealtle,
whene he lves, 1o phaotograpd at
{iRbeCTvedsoni. B SeC LIS
n;u_':..'-.'ﬂ.rrg cegiire in thie Arlania
suhurtsE, | want o give a conoreie
iz ol our conguimpilon, with
the real Enribih 4, Borclan suvs

Pt ors kmanpe 1 represers] the
mamber of annaally discanded oell
phones - 130 million. acoording
1o Coflectiveliood - [ordan woudd
fwve o reproduce the picturs [F15

i mow petiing resdy 1o ke aboud
A3 000 (ks CIEATINE A panorami
that veiniald strelch 100k i the
S oy Rakil SECe vy sidhe.

[T millliars of consumen
who bay new mohile phones each
vear give nio thoughie to this dmes
theey discand, Jordan soys, "I
thes e canily thandcngg b the
ertviEoaTeeal COMOSE AT il
their own actions, they have 1o
change histr lifestyles,

lordam has certalnky changed
Tuls ey, T 220002, apedd 38, he
abandaned o I0-vear coreor ns
a corparamie knaver. The pob had
by suppaing his phaotesgrapty
mabit: bor u long time. he'd
ipenl bls money on phodog gy
equipment. sheet film and
e T When he Riandly left
1 jils, e tesipneed from ele bar.
dismmndiang the safety ned that his
eyl Exparrienoe wintld provisle
shoould phetograpky not be an
:||.1|-|'|u.|.|:' IFvedibhonod

“AS m lavoper, | represimied
indusgry.” he says. *| el 1 could
s longer reconcils representing
wrne ol the companiec o] on
wihia they were doing.”

lordan’s frestall [romm b in
phisiograply s aboui o pay off
He's preporing for an exhibitbon
e hie |1h|,1|:|_'|=. of industidal refuse
his st solo show 10 New Yook b
Sepitemibber. a1 Yiosal Mido Gallery
in Chidaoa

Mlost all his subyeces = hge
pilles of erushed carm, mounkds
af discarded coll phones, bales
of mecvilesl cand, imeMpiibagiis ol
srwihust — wore phiotographed as
Tt Bevgmid ifheerem o incluisirRal siteil

Back ai the moble phone
wrehouse, he's beginning for
thet flesq time pn rearrange the
ah|ects intn o swiding panem
based o drawing: he's been
mzking |I'.'.'.|_t,.5;'i'|-u;|. Ehae dlasy.
adding an interprethee layer 10 his
formal documentary approach
Hat 't saare i Lhe expidment will
vheldl @ successiul visual rmctapliar,
howesier. 10 might be teg abwvious
e CETTY

I'he shape significs 1o him [he
enorrelty of a galmy of electronic
resfuse ancd alan the il of a

wiirpool. s i the mobile phopes
wirpE earling dovm a drein

“Walk on them,” he Y4,
urging an abserver to folkow
him as e stepes on e plle The
phones crinch ander s foet as il
hat's treadding on cockroaches

An extimated 130 milllon mobile phones are discanded sach year, making for an envirenmenital nighitmare

s Jondan crawls amund on the
vzl of cell phaned, he bears a
ik boneath him, Seth Helne, tha
founder of CollesctivisGood, savs
It's mot uncommaon [or peaple (o
throey oul active ool phones. Then
b provides another satlstc (f all

the molile phooes thai are
thrcrwr ol oy were
recyebed, they would yield sorme

S TO0g o pold (worth albot
USsE4. 8 milliond and LL‘EI.'I 5, CHA)
sonnes of thac moterials - bailery
i s and clemenils such

a4 cadrmiuam - ot ol LisdElls
anal isnCier S0

[ordan srys he's been groatly
Infhicnoed by Andreas Guniky,
s eye-FAppinE images
||r"|'|||,'1_ among othey I.lti|.||.1|. oir
commupdily-panemed world, Bven
ithe enoamanes scale of Gumly's
pinds s mecand 1o nefec the
globalization of capiralisr speaed

*Uimsioy"s work peored that
rrprescritational phatogrughl
At G hl-.':ul:lil:l.'l.;-l:\lﬂl.' mlewvant,
oo wiedl i commpdex aned Beaatiful,”
foidan says. B he spys Glarsky
took “the point of Wew of
detached observer, which 1 slaned
with in my consumerdsm work
and am Gnding myself no bnger
coimionalle with®™.

jordan is a passionate advocate

Of maybe a protesier. Alihoogh

he's adming for visumlly gosolved
irrsapes a5 mo artist, his polnt
15 1o hetghten awareness about
i enliective arvironmenial
dinregand. Bt am and advocacy
can be st mdids, the goil af one
oelien canoell g out ithe other.

Sy gﬁ]l_' hee v, " o By o
[ace the compieRy of Lhe e
il hinoar ic”®
That Newr Yorc Tires



